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of the proposal, and of the Armerican Legion's endorsement thereof, it has

much to ¢commend it. However, the establishment of & committee of this
kind would appear impractical unless there were reason io belleve that

the present standing committees of Congress, whose jurisdictions are most
carefully detailed in law and in the rules of ﬁ_w ﬁamté and of the House
of Representatives, could be induced or required to alter their areas of

responsibility in order fo vest in one committee total responsibility for

considering all natters relating to the national security. 1 would point out,

for example, that the Armed Services Committes of the House is vested
with jurisdiciion over the "common ﬁafeﬁse"- s0 that this committes could -
and presumably would - contend that the subject are# contemplated by a
new cormnittes on national security policy was already ,witllzin its campass_.
One might anticipate the same reaction from other .affa-ctgd comrnittees.

If the Joint Congressional Committee on Cold War Strategy is simply
to be super-imposed on the existing comumitiee structure, then additional |
.prablems could well arise. There is cause for ,cone.’e.m as to whether
this new committes would in fact serve as a single forurn for testimony
on and studies concerning cold or other kinds of war, so that all could be -
weighed together and a rational all-entompassing jud‘gmant praduc#d; or
wh#th:ar it would simply ¢omponnd present jurisdictianal difficulties ariaing
from the qverlapping irterests of the Armed Services Committees, the

Foreign Relations and Foreign Affairs Committees, the Joint Atomic Energy

Committee, the Government Operations Qﬁmniineeﬁ. and the Appropriations
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Semunittess, &l o which sre doncerued in sne Wey oy andiler with the
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Remarks:
John:

This is a new draft of Harr's letter to the
American Legion. They included a paragraph
on our point. Col. Coffey, Harr's assistant,
asked if we could comment by Monday. I told
him it would be impossible to have the DCI see
it, but I would discuss with you. Please let me
have your reactions.

T. A. Parrott
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